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ployed, the main body was left naked: the Prussians
recovered from their confusion, and regained the day.
Charles was, at last, forced to retire, and carried with him
the standards of his enemies, the proofs of a victory,
which, though so nearly gained, he had not been able to
keep.

The"victory, however, was dearly bought; the Prussian
army was much weakened, and the cavalry almost totally
destroyed. Peace is easily made when it is necessary to
both parties; and the king of Prussia had now reason to
believe that the Austrians were not his only enemies.
When he found Charles advancing, he sent to Broglio for
assistance, and was answered, that " he must have orders
from Versailles." Such a desertion of his most powerful
ally disconcerted him, but the battle was unavoidable.

When the Prussians were returned to the camp, the
king, hearing that an Austrian officer was brought in mor-
tally wounded, had the condescension to visit him. The
officer, struck with this act of humanity, said, after a short
conversation: " I should die, sir, contentedly after this
honour, if I might first show my gratitude to your majesty
by informing you with what allies you are now united,
allies that have no intention but to deceive you." The
king appearing to suspect this intelligence; " Sir," said
the Austrian, "if you will permit me to send a messenger
to Vienna, I believe the queen will not refuse to transmit
an intercepted letter now in her hands, which will put
my report beyond all doubt."

The messenger was sent, and the letter transmitted,
which contained the order sent to Broglio, who was, first,
forbidden to mix his troops on any occasion with the Prus-
sians. Secondly, he was ordered to act always at a distance
from the king. Thirdly, tb keep always a body of twenty
thousand men to observe the Prussian army. Fourthly,
to. observe very closely the motions of the king, for im-
portant reasons. Fifthly, to hazard nothing; but to pre-
tend want of reinforcements, or the absence of Bellisle.

The king now, with great reason, considered himself as
disengaged from the confederacy, being deserted by the